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What the Index measures
• The RGI evaluates the transparency and accountability of
the oil, gas and mining sector in 58 countries.
• It measures the disclosure of information about natural
resources through official sources, primarily government
websites, and the sector’s legal setting and integrity safeguards.

• It also measures the governance of:
– State-owned companies in 45 countries
– Natural resource funds in 23 countries
– Subnational transfer mechanisms in 30 countries
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How the Index measures resource governance
• For each of the 58 countries included in the Index,
expert researchers gathered primary information to
answer a standard questionnaire, which was vetted
by a peer reviewer and fact-checked by RWI staff.
• The RGI assesses data published between 2008 and
2012

• The research was conducted between Jan-Oct 2012.

How the Index is built
Questions were then clustered into indicators and grouped under a
specific area of governance:
1. Institutional and Legal Setting: the degree to which the laws,
regulations and institutional arrangements facilitate transparency,
accountability and open/fair competition.
2. Reporting Practices: the disclosure of information by government
agencies about the extractive sector operations and payments.
3. Safeguards and Quality Controls: the presence and quality of
checks and oversight mechanisms that encourage integrity and
guard against conflicts of interest.
4. Enabling Environment: the broader governance environment,
based on more than 30 external measures of accountability,
government effectiveness, rule of law, corruption and democracy.
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Why the Index matters
• The 58 countries assessed in the Index produce more
than 85 percent of the world’s petroleum, 90 percent of
diamonds and 80 percent of copper.
• Profits from these resources totaled over $2.6 trillion in
2010. In 41 of these countries, the extractive sector
contributed a third of GDP and half of total exports on
average.
• The future of these countries depends on how well they
manage their oil, gas and minerals.

Objectives of the RGI
• Provide detailed, country-specific, comparative
information that can serve as a diagnostic tool and a
guide for reform for policy makers, governments and
CSOs.
• Enable a dialogue across actors in the extractive sector
to improve natural resource governance with an
evidence-based approach.
• Raise global attention to the priority concerns of
transparency and accountability in the extractive sector

RGI products
• On the index website:
•
•
•

An interactive tool for comparing and visualizing data on
resource governance
58 detailed country questionnaires with sources available
58 printable country pages with:
– Specific country findings
– Country results with indicators and ranks

– Relevant economic and extractive sector statistics
– A full database of new indicators for 58 countries

• Plus a printed report summarizing main findings
• 5 regional factsheets

